Topical Bible Series 06072026
Dr. Mike Holloway
Amplification by
Dr. James Gangwer
Biblical Signs part 11
The Ten Plagues — Exodus 10:1 — 2

Intro: I doubt that many Christians actually know why there were ten plages that God
brought upon the Egyptians, but one may well guess it was that pharaoh was just that hard-
hearted. Remembering, the Israelites had been in Egypt for over 400 years and for which
their population had significantly increased from just to perhaps well over a

or so people. They had over this period of time acclimated to Egyptian society
in a number of ways and even spiritually so. God is going to prepare them

and for His promises given to Israel’s fathers, and His plans for the trek

to the promised land. But then there was this issue concerning any the
Egyptians may have had on the Israelites concerning their idolatry. And so, the ten plagues
were a direct attack on Egypt’s none-gods or deities such as I have listed.

1. Hapi: God of the Nile, associated with the plague of blood, as the Nile turned to
blood.

2. Frogs: Linked to Heket, goddess of fertility and childbirth, often depicted with a frog
head.

3. Gnats: Represented by Geb, the earth god, as the dust turned into gnats.

4. Flies: Associated with Khepri, the god of creation and movement of the sun, often
depicted as a scarab.

5. Livestock Disease: Connected to Hathor, goddess of love and protection, often
represented as a cow.

6. Boils: Linked to Sekhmet, goddess of war and healing, who could inflict disease.

7. Hail: Associated with Nut, the sky goddess, as she protected against destructive weather.

8. Locusts: Represented by Osiris, god of agriculture, as locusts devastated crops.

9. Darkness: Linked to Ra, the sun god, whose absence caused a plague of darkness.

10. Death of the Firstborn: Associated with Pharaoh, considered a god, highlighting the

ultimate challenge to his authority.

God have accomplished His desired results with just ~ plague, however, He
chose to make sure that Israel that there was one God, and only one, and if the
Egyptians were paying attention, they should have been able to arrive at the same conclusion
with such a display of God’s power and the impotence of their lifeless idols.



I. The ten plagues pointed to God’s power — Exodus 10:1 — 2.

A. God in His wisdom put His on display for His people, Israel. The
things they would face on their trek to the promised land would require them to have
absolute confidence in God.

1. Whether in Egypt or on the long route to Cannan, God wanted to draw Israel
into a loving relationship well before they crossed over Jordan into

Cannan.
2. And so, they faced some difficult situations that would require them to

to fully trust in God whether it was an enemy better equipped or natural in nature
such as water, food or internal problems working against God’s plan.

3. Sometimes we look back on that portion of history and think to ourselves, God
gave them signs and wonders, the parting of the Red Sea, water from a rock,
manna from heaven to name a few, and we say, “If I had been there to see these
things I’d have no problem believing or trusting God?”

4. And yet I believe we have something than they had, the infallibly
preserved Word of God and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit of God,
and still, we flounder in trust and faith.

B. We have this distinct and joy of looking back over biblical history, six
thousand years of human history, and seeing what God has done, what God can do and
will do, to accomplish His plans and keeping His promises.

1. Isaiah states from the mouth of God - Isaiah 45:5 & 6 — “I am the LORD, and
there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast
not known me: (6) That they may know from the rising of the sun, and
from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is

none else.”
2. God’s desire is that you and I would the place in our relationship

with Him that there is no one or nothing else in our lives that captivates our
hearts continually.

3. When God holds the number one place in our hearts, it our ability
to love others and the right things.

4. 1 don’t think to may, if any, would argue the place Christ held in Paul’s heart and
life. And knowing the horrors of being accursed of God, that he was willing to
be accursed if meant the Jews could be saved — Romans 9:1 — 3 — ‘accursed —
Anathema, meaning, doomed to destruction.

5. What a wonderful historical record we have for us to learn that there is no one
like God, He knows what He is doing, what He is going to do and why!

6. It requires our full to Him, which doesn’t diminish our love and care
for others, in fact it increases our ability to love especially towards those who
may be our enemies — trust and obey, when Israel did, great things happened.




