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‘Twelve Stones Pointed to God’s Faithfulness’ 

Joshua 4:5 – 7 

 

Intro: If one has been following Israel’s journey from their time in Egypt and their last year as 

God challenged every Egyptian idol, including pharaoh’s self-appointed god-like status in 

which God proved their impotence against His omniscience, why would one need to have a 

constant reminder of God’s faithfulness?  When we count our blessings, among them there is 

ample evidence of God’s faithfulness to His stated promises and those individuals who walk in 

obedience to His will for our lives.   

 

I Corinthians 13:10 is an interesting verse in light of this topic concerning signs.  “But when 

that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.”  The word 

‘perfect’ comes from the Greek word [telieios] meaning 1) brought to its end, finished, 2) 

wanting nothing necessary to completeness.  The question is, what is the Apostle Paul referring 

to here?  Chapter thirteen is in the middle of chapters twelve and fourteen where Paul is dealing 

with the issue of tongues and its purposefulness to the Gospel message.  Obviously, signs, 

wonders and miracles were very useful in _______________ the Word of God and its divine 

origin.  Paul’s statement here in I Corinthians 13:10 is stating the obvious concerning the Word 

of God, when it is __________, there is no longer a need for authenticating signs, wonders and 

miracles in that the Word of God is a witness unto itself, II Timothy 3:16 & 17 are sufficient to 

reign us in on this issue.  And if this isn’t enough then Jesus’ own words should be –  

John 17:17. 

 

Anyway, the point being, there was a time when signs, wonders and miracles were __________, 

we see God did not intend for them to continue, they were ____________ gifts which God 

allowed and now with the Word of God we have all the assurances one could ever ask for.  God 

speaks to us through His written Word, through His Holy Spirit and the proclamation of His 

Word.  The Bible is 100% complete and there isn’t any need to use any type of extra-biblical 

signs to tell us the things we need to know seeing that He wants us to know them through His 

written Word.   

And so, we move forward marveling at God’s communication to man prior to His written Word. 

 

V. The twelve stones pointed to God’s faithfulness – Joshua 4:5 – 7. 

 



     A. When Peg and I were in Israel, one of the places we visited was the place believed to be  

          the crossing over into the land of Cannan.  Whether it was the place where John the  

          Baptist was baptizing or this place near Jericho. It wasn’t very wide nor very deep at that  

          time of the year. 

 1. Different times of the year present their own _______________ and according to the  

               book of Joshua, this was one of those times in which the obstacle from a human  

               perspective was impossible – Joshua 3:14 – 17. 

 2. Perhaps some of the folks wondered why God would bring them to this place where  

              the challenges seemed ____________, certainly there must have been a better place, a  

               more suitable place or even a better time than the typical flooding of the Jordan River! 

 3. We know God never makes _________ and that He always has a plan to His purposes. 

  a. They are tests of _____ on our part, because God knows what He is going to do. 

  b. They are _______ opportunities reminding us that always makes away to  

                         overcome obstacles placed before us. 

  c. They are means by which God _________ our faith if we will but trust and obey. 

       Joshua 3:11 – 13, and we see God is never early or late, but right on time as e  

                         see in verse 14! 

  d. Israel was going to face additional __________, bigger ones to be sure, and if 40  

                         years of wondering and God’s miraculous provisions weren’t enough, this   

                         would be a great starting point for this particular generation that only heard  

                         about the Red Sea crossing. If they doubted the Red Sea crossing, not any more. 

     B. God wants each succeeding generation to know and be reminded (memorial) of His great  

          care and provisions for them, and that God always keeps His word. 

 1. Crossing the Jordan River and entering into the Promised land was a promise _______. 

 2. God has promised the Redeemed of the Lord, that one day Heaven is going to be our  

               home for all who will trust in Christ and the promise of eternal life through Christ. 

     Job 19:25 & 26; I Thessalonians 4:13 – 18. 

 3. While we don’t erect memorials to remind us because we have the __________ of God  

               and His promises, Israel didn’t have what we have today, and as a reminder to each  

               generation of Israel concerning God’s presence, His faithfulness to His promises and  

               His power to deliver to deliver His people.  

     C. So, the twelve stones comprising a memorial was important for _____ at that time, we do  

          not have a mandate to build symbolic religious objects as they can easily become the  

          objects of our faith instead of the Lord. (No Noar’s Ark, no Ark of the covenant, and no  

           physical parts of the cross – Why?)  II Kings 18:4 (Numbers 21:4 – 9) (John 3:14) 

 1. As Baptist we do not use pictures of Jesus in our homes, no statues in our churches as  

              they would and do rob God of his glory, and they become objects of adoration and  

              objects before whom people bow and pray to Exodus 20:1 – 6. 

 2. This God forbids under any circumstances as worship or helps in worship. 


