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Biblical Signs part VI
‘The fleece pointed To God’s willingness to answer prayer’
Judges 6:1 — 40 (13 — 17, a sign)

Intro: There is a sharp contrast that one can make when someone who is new or very young in
the faith when they pray, and someone who has been saved a number of years when they pray.
Those mature in the Lord enter into prayer with a greater degree of spiritual insight than do the
neophytes in the faith. The mature Christian understands that John 15:7 — “If ye abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” Isn’t
a carte blanche to get what we want or somehow feel we absolutely need, and God is somehow
to answer our prayer or prayers as we desire. The mature know that the will of
God is in whether He will answer or how He will answer, such as, ‘yes’; ‘no’;
or in time. God in His infinite knowledge and wisdom can see what we cannot see, and

therefore He is able to determine the possible answer for the best possible solution or outcome.

I have, in my spiritual immaturity, like so many, used this portion of Scripture before us today
as a means of whether or not I am making a right decision or choice in my

life, or to even determine if God is going to answer my prayer or prayers in a timely fashion.
We come to the place when we read portions of Scripture like the one before us, and

because it is in the Bible, it must be alright to practice it, or it is a normal part of prayer under
certain circumstances. Let’s hold on here for a moment. Another question arises concerning
Gideon’s faith. The book of Judges is the history of Israel’s up and down relationship with God
and the numerous times God sent judges to deliver and redirect Israel’s walk back to God. In
our text, we see where God was letting them know He was aware of their plight and sin.

1. Judges 6:7 — 10, God sent them a to remind them of what He had done for

them in the past, and why they are where they are spiritually — between a rock & a
hard place.

2. Judges 6:11 — 17, as if an , a messenger from God isn’t enough to convince
Gideon that God has a plan; I’m sure if an angel came to you as this one did to Gideon,
hopefully none of us would be asking for another form of a sign.

Up to this point in Gideon’s life, the miracles and exploits God did for and through Israel; they
were only historical events or stories. When a person or people sin, truth is lost and it appears
the spiritual depth of Israel at this time is woefully beleaguered spiritually.

VI. The fleece pointed to God’s willingness to answer prayer — Judges 6:13 — 17.



A. Here is the sad reality not only then, but as well today. Gideon did not God
because there was no one in particular who lived their lives in demonstration of the power
God to protect His people, no one to demonstrate the power of prayer.

1. How truly sad are verses 14 — 15, this was all to Gideon in practicality.
2. How different it was when David chose to challenge Goliath — David had both
and working in him — I Samuel 17:31 — 37.

3. Sadly, it is very similar today, our young people, our children grow up in homes and
never hear prayers offered and or answered, not that God can’t hear or answer, it is a
failure on the part of the parents to and share as part of the learning process.

B. The prophet explained the why of Gideon’s question in verses 13 “why then is all this
befallen us?”’- compare to verse 10. Then the Angel of the LORD spells out God’s
intentions in verses 11 — 17 as we have already seen.

1. Would you have been at this point? Gideon was beginning to come around,
and he asks for more proof, God humors Gideon, but Gideon still isn’t completely
onboard yet.

2. There are a number of things that have transpired in verses 18 — 35, and still just one
more thing — verses 36 & 37, and just for clarity, one more sign, verse 38 & 39.

3. It 1s amazing sometimes how God will us especially when He wants to
answer our prayers though we do not always ask in faith believing.

C. Unfortunately, too many Christians believe setting out some sort of fleece is biblically

o kay because they are looking for a that God is onboard. Gideon did, so can we!

1. Not so quick! What did Paul say about signs in I Corinthians 1:22?

2. When John completed the book of Revelation, God ceased using signs to convey His
will. Therefore, it is wrong for us to tempt God by requiring a sign.

3. Jesus in the book of Matthew 12:39, “But he answered and said unto them, An
evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be
given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:” meaning that signs are not a primary
means of communication from God.

4. Paul deals with this as well when he tackled the sign-gifts in I Corinthians 13:10,

“But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done
away.”

5. We have something that even the apostle Paul didn’t have, but expected there would be

a day when God would provide the world with His divine and infallible written Word.

6. So, then, how can we know God’s will for our lives?

a. and study the Word of God, II timothy 2:15; I John 5:13.
b. more earnestly — James 1:5.
C. godly counsel — Jeremiah 5:5.

d. And fasting are a great way to get a break through if one is still having trouble
discerning God’s will.



