Topical Bible Series 07132026
Dr. Mike Holloway
Amplification by
Dr. James Gangwer
Biblical Signs part VII
‘The Virgin birth points to God’s promises — Isaiah 7:10 — 14.

Intro: There is a conspiracy afoot in Isaiah chapter seven. We have the Syrians working with e
Ephraim (Northen Ten Tribes) to force Judah to join them in overthrowing Assyria. The plot
was to Judah and replace their king Ahaz with one of their own (verses 1 —6). God has
other and makes them known via the prophet Isaiah (verses 7 & 10). The answer to
verses 7 & 8 came about 722 BC when the Assyrians, whom the alliance was supposedly to
prevent happening, happened! Ahaz, though he was the great grandson of King Uzziah, was not

particularly and rather reluctant to trust or look to God for protection, was
looking for an alliance with the Assyrians II Kings 16: 7 — 8 (Psalm 20:7; Isaiah 31:1). In II
kings 16:10 — 16, King Ahaz becomes with the nature of the worship in Assyria

and exports their idolatry. Back to
Isaiah 7:1 — 2, Ahaz expresses his fear of Ephraim and Syria, and rather than trust God, he
chooses to trust the Assyrians — (Isaiah 8:6 — 8) against God’s warnings. (Hebrews 13:6)

This is the back drop against the events going on at this time in Judah (Southern tribes of
Benjamin and Judah) in 722 BC. Ahaz’s unwillingness to place his trust in God, offers Ahaz
has an of a lifetime to ask of God to provide a sign to authenticate His desire
to help Ahaz and the two Southern Tribes, and God prefaces this with a warning,
1. Isaiah 7:9Bb is the warning that if Ahaz doesn’t choose wisely, he’ll not be stablished.
2. Isaiah 7:10 & 11 is the offer of proof meant to build trust on Ahaz’s part with God.
Ahaz is like so many who take the route of piety rather than practicality as he has already made

up his mind and is trying to make an excuse verses 12 & 13. This was not Ahaz demanding a
sign from God, he has made up his mind and so he deflects, this was God making the offering!
How many times have we looked at a promise of God, it in an attempt to
engineer our own way forward? So, God takes the position that if you will not allow Me to
work in and through your life, I’ll take the initiative and I’ll give you a sign, verse 13 — 16
involves a near and a far prophesy. The near is the captivity of Ephraim and Syria (722 & 666
BC), and the far is the birth of a Savor, which would take place in about 800 years or so later
(Matthew 1:23).

Most prophesies had a anda ___ fulfillment and the purpose being that the near
fulfillment would authenticate a future fulfillment such as we have here in Isaiah 7:14 and
Luke 2:11.



VII. The Virgin birth pointed to God’s promise — Isaiah 7:10 — 14.
A. The historical context of this sign is somewhat insignificant in relation to its future
context, a message from God to a king who was unable to grasp God’s ability to do the

. Remember, King Ahaz saw himself and Judah between a rock and a hard place because

he couldn’t muster the and trust that God was bigger than the obstacles he
was facing.

. God will bring us to the place in our lives in which we reach a similar place in which

we feel by what is going on in our lives.

. While we say with our lips we are trusting in God, our actions often say something else

as we seek help from sources other than God. If God leads and it is obvious that God
is leading us to do so, and it isn’t a question of whether or not God hears or cares, then
we need to give God the time He knows we need for Him to respond.

. I have been guilty of this in my life of saying what I know I should, but then when it

seemed God wasn’t moving fast enough, or in a time I felt was sufficient, then I, and |
repeat ‘I’ began to manipulate my thinking of how I thought God may be working, only
to find out in time, if [ had been patient, God did have it all worked out until I put my
oars into the water.

B. God can and does work on and in fronts at one time, if there 1s anyone who can
and does truly multitask in real time, God can and does?
1.Whether it is multiple time frames in our own lives or in multiple people’s lives at the

2.

6.

same time.

So, the primary lesson for us to take away from Isaiah seven is,
a. God was working on a king’s heart in 725 BC and all humanity in 33 AD.
b. He can be working on our present problem with an eye to our future needs.

. Concerning this one never-to-happen-again miracle, was to be a sign to the whole

nation of Israel, that all of God’s promises will come to pass, regardless of how
impossible it may look at the moment.

. Consider the promises God made to Abraham and Sarah about a child, took twenty

years to fulfill the promise, not because it was to hard or nearly impossible, it was
about the perfect time.

. Consider the Apostle Paul and his thorn. God never removed it, not because He

couldn’t, but the thorn served a greater purpose in Paul’s life - II Cor. 12:8 — 10.
It humbled Paul and magnified the Lord.

C. Seeing that God was able to produce the birth of the Messiah through the virgin birth,
then it should stand to reason that everything spoken by this same Messiah should be held
as being true and promises fulfilled.



