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Intro: We have been dealing with the subject of ‘signs’ and stating that signs served a purpose 

to a period of time before we had the Word of God.  Paul when writing to the Corinthian 

believers helping them to understand the Christian-walk; wrote primarily to correct some errant  

beliefs that had been developing.  In chapters 12 through 14, the Apostle Paul dealt with the 

issues of miracles and tongues.  Which then as now, has been a much sought after gift which did 

at one time __________ a purpose, tongues was not an unknown language as some suppose, it 

was unknown to the speaker, and it is why the translators of the King James Bible prefaced 

tongues with the italicized word ‘__________’.  There were those present on Pentecost who 

heard the Gospel message spoken from unlearned men in their native language – Acts 2:1 – 13.  

From that experience there was an attempt to duplicate this to the point that it was unnecessary 

and the Apostle Paul addresses this issue in chapters 12 – 14 of I Corinthians. 

 1.  I Corinthians 13:10 – But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is  

                in part shall be done away.” 

 2. I Corinthians 14:18 & 19 – “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye  

              all: (19) Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding,  

              that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an  

               unknown tongue.” 

The power of God is vested in His infallibly preserved __________ now that the Gospel 

message has been written so that all men can read the Word of God, and it has been printed in 

just about every language around the world.   

 1. The Apostle Pual stated in his letter to the Redeemed in Rome – Romans 1:16 – “For  

              I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation  

              to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

 2. We have the Holy Spirit which is greater by far than any sign gift to convict, and lead  

               us into all truth – John 16:13 – “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he  

               will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he  

               shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. (14)  He shall  

               glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.” 

 

We have the infallibly preserved Word of God which is more sufficient than sign-gifts to bring 

genuine __________ of the soul of the lost-souls and our daily growth.  So as we end this series 

on signs and the role they played before the written Word, we end with today’s lesson. 

 

I. The prophet Jonah pointed to the resurrection of Christ – Matthew 16:1 – 4 



     A. It is simply in some people’s nature to _____ believe what they hear regardless of the  

          character of the one speaking.  In the case it was the Son of God who had on numerous  

          occasions proven that He was the Messiah, even Nicodemus had strong suspicions when  

          he came to Christ a night – John 3:2 – “The same came to Jesus by night, and said  

          unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can  

          do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.”  So close! 

      1. I believe that these religious leaders had their _________ as well. and they should have  

               had more than just suspicions as Jesus rebuked them in Matthew 16 - verses 2 & 3. 

 2. These were the _______ of the then Scriptures of which Jesus states – John 5:37 – 47. 

 3. Jesus recognized this questioning for what it was, because they were unwilling to  

              _________ Christ was really Christ, they thought they could trap Christ by asking for a  

              sign which He, in their __________, could not provide! Matthew 16:1. 

 4. Matthew 16:1 showed the ________, cynical heart in that they would rather ignore the  

               truth before them than to believe in spite of all the evidences – John 20:30 & 31 along  

               with 21:25 is about the years of Christ’s public ministry packed with more than  

               _______________ evidence to Christ’s being the Messiah. 

 5. Talk about an even sharper rebuke – Matthew 16:4, Jesus’ rebuke was because they  

              didn’t believe the Scriptures which had prophesied of His coming and the  

               characteristics that would surround His First Advent, and all the evidence was right  

               there before them. 

 6. ________ is just that, it is faith, faith in something that is self-evident and if we need a  

              sign because we lack the faith concerning that which God makes obvious, then it is  

              impossible for us to ______ God, whether it is unto salvation or daily obedience to His  

              Word.  Hebrews 11:6 – “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that  

               cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that  

               diligently seek him.”  We can’t be saved without a saving faith in Christ –  

               Ephesians 2:8 & 9, let alone live a successful Christian life. 

     B. They were looking for a sign of Christ’s authentication, the evidence was all around them  

          and yet Jesus chose to give them a sign by pointing back to the ___________ concerning  

          Jonah (Jonah 1:17). 

 1. Jesus knew of His pending death in a few weeks or so and that they would crucify Him  

              because of the hardness of their hearts. 

 2. The giving by God the sign of Jonah, was perhaps in hope that when the resurrection  

               of Christ occurred on the third day that they would put 2 and 2 together and come-up  

               with 4. 

 3. That which the Scriptures had to say and the sign which God had given which in and  

              of itself was a Scripturally historical event well known to them would turn their hearts  

              around.  They got their sign and it made no difference; faith does make the difference! 

 4. If God said it, then it is settled whether we believe it or not! 


