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I Corinthians 14:22

Intro: Each of the Epistles of the New Testament represents challenges the New Testament
believers were facing. There were those who taught that in order for the Gospel to be available
or effective to the , they would have to proselytize to Judaism as a first step.
Others tried to mix Judaism with Christianity, and others a system of works akin to what they

believed was the way in which they appeased their idols or manmade deities.

Paul and Barnabus along with other of the disciples carried the Gospel to other regions and
cities throughout Asia Minor and the Mediterranean Sea, and establish a group of Believers of
which some were Jews and others made of various Gentiles. The Message carried abroad was
vastly different than either Jew or Gentile had heard before — Acts 17:18 — 32. The
philosophers mentioned in verse 18 were just one of the many philosophical schools of thought
that gathered on Mars Hill to espouse their thoughts, philosophies or other news and
instructions of the period or day. God is going to unfurl the remainder of His plan for the ages
which will include the Holy Spirit of God indwelling believers — John 14:16 — 17; Acts 2:1 — 4;
Ephesians 4:30; then the Holy Spirit is going to the Old Testament truths via the
Gospel in the New Tesatment leading the church age or the aged of grace unto the rapture, I
Thessalonians 4:13 — 18 and on through the tribulation into the Millennium.

Backup two thousand years or so, the Gospel message wasn’t even imagined, so a great deal of
spiritual training was absolutely necessary and various sign gifts were given at that time to

the message and the messenger. Concerning the Church Age, the plan is to
bring as many people as possible, Jew and Gentile alike, to a saving faith in the person of
Christ. That first century in which the entire New Testament was written was from about 45 to
95 A. D. (50 years). And as we wade through the New Testament Gospels we find a great deal
of Old Testament prophesies surrounding the Messiah being fulfilled, and the important aspects
of Christ’s public ministry recorded for all generations to witness the historical unfolding of
prophecy.

When it comes to the New Testament Epistles, [ would love to have the various question
submitted to the Apostle Paul for dealing with the everyday life of being a Christian in a fallen,
and adulterous world. We can try to reverse engineer some of Paul’s responses but the truth is
we would undoubtedly dismiss some of Paul’s Spirit led response because they weren’t specific
enough to what we might be dealing with, and so we need the Holy Spirit to move our hearts
and minds to make the applications necessary to rise to God’s expectations of our daily life in
Christ.



V. Speaking in tongues pointed to God’s greatest desire — I Corinthians 14:22.
A. If we were to narrow down God’s greatest desire, I would say it was

that all mankind would come to a faith in His Son, Jesus Christ — II Peter 3:9.

1. When it comes to the Redeemed of the Lord, His greatest desire as I see it, would be
that we live fully lives to His desires — Romans 11:32 — 36.

2. And Paul led of the Holy Spirit launches into the how we can best Him in
Romans 12:1 - 2.

3. And as I see it, too many of us want to take whatever cuts we can
because if we accept the challenge of Romans 12:1 & 2, it is going to take a whole lot
of on our part.

4. And so rather than disciplining ourselves to read, study and meditate in the Word of
God, if I can secure the gift of tongues or some of the other sign gifts, then I must be a
Spirit-filled Christian, right? Not so fast!

5. Far too many Charismatics and those involved in the Holiness movement claiming
they have and do speak in tongues, don’t live separated lives. For them it is about
emotionalism over facts. They tend to work themselves into a frenzy with the idea that
it is of the Holy spirit. The danger here is that 1s a great imitator.

B. The point is, that today we have the infallibly preserved Word of God from which the

Holy Spirit of God will the hearts and minds of those who will read and study His

Word, into a life that God.

1. I do not find in the Word of God where God emphasizes that we should seek out sign
gifts of any nature.

2. Our text this morning pointsto  God through the Holy Spirit enabled unlearned
men to speak the word of God in a language they had never heard, because God
wanted the Jews present at Pentecost (and even the Gentiles present) to hear the heart
of the Gospel and that His greatest desire for them was to come to a saving faith in
Christ.

3. Perhaps women were the group most likely to seek the sign gifts because the Apostle
Paul rebukes them in closing out his instructions concerning tongues and teachers of
men — I Cor. 14:35 — 35 & I Timothy 2:12 — 15.

a. Teach — I Tim. 2:12, to hold discourse with others in order to instruct them,
deliver didactic discourses (Didactic — teaching moral instruction) to man.

b. Same verse, ‘man’ [anayr] defining an adult man over that of a boy.

c. The reason given is found in verses 13 & 14.

4. Women have an role in life with the teaching of the children and as we know
from Proverbs 31:10 — 31 extolls the relationship and the importance of women and
men exercising the proper responsibilities in their relationship.

C. Be it man or woman, there is no longer a need to authenticate the Gospel by speaking in

Tongues seeing we have the infallibly preserved Word of God.



