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How to handle Temptation.
James 1:13 — 18; Key verse - 14
“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.”

Intro: If you have watched any life police shows, then you have heard most of the individuals
being arrested or charged make the statement, “I’m innocent, I have done nothing wrong!”
Even though the evidence is overwhelming, there is the refusal to admit they broke the law.
And it doesn’t matter whether it is on the scene or in the courtroom, they are innocent, and
have done nothing wrong.

Perhaps we will never have to face off against the law having to declare our innocence,
however, as the Redeemed of the Lord and we transgress against Him, we perhaps have found
ourselves coping a plea such as, “It wasn’t my fault, I am a victim here.” Eve in the
transgression of disobedience blamed her on the serpent, Adam in turn
blamed his victimhood on God for giving her to him in the first place and through Eve under the
proverbial bus as well.

A common experience to all the Redeemed is this thing called of which each
of us are in some degree or other, vulnerable! And seeing that temptation is common to all,
(First Corinthians 10:13a — “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common
to man:”), this verse is not stating that God is the tempting, but that God does
allow us to be tempted as a means of testing our fidelity to Him. God knows our capability
better than we do and will not allow us to be tempted above our ability to handle it in a God-
honoring fashion.

So, what is the escape mechanism? Primarily it is to thing that is right and
righteous. As a preacher who had sinned and it cost him dearly, he was asked, “Do you not love
God?” His response was, “Yes, I love God, my problem was that I lost my fear of God!” “Fear”
meaning a reverence for God, and or a trembling fear of having to account to Him for my
willful sin.

I. What are the typical sources of temptation?
A. — Matthew 4:1.
1. Satan desired to tempt Job — Job 1:6 — 12.
2. Satan desired to tempt Jesus — Matthew 4:1 — 11.
3. Satan desired to tempt Peter — Luke 22:31.



4 And rest assured that if are doing anything for Christ, Satan will try to tempt and
ruin our lives and testimonies.

B. Our — Matthew 26:41.
1. The Redeemed of the Lord are in a spiritual that is played out on the battled
ground of this fallen world via our flesh — Galatians 5:16 — 21.
2. Fleshly temptations are made when they become bad habits and a lack of
biblical discipline is not found in our lives — Ephesians 5:1.
3. For this reason, our flesh must be what to do and to resist the weakness and

worldly desires of our flesh - I John 2:15 — 17 is about the world’s influence upon our
lives when God’s influence is ignored.

C. The wrong — Proverbs 1:10.

1. The pressure of the world is a strong force.

2. Peter had to be rebuked by Paul for bowing to peer pressure — Galatians 2:11 — 14.
D. friends — Matthew 16:22 — 23.

1. Every Christian relationship has a strong component to it.

2. It isn’t about what I can get out of it, but how God is able to use me too spiritually
the other person, to be a better follower of Christ and vice versa.
3. Remember the question asked by Peter — Matthew 19:27 & Proverbs 18:24.

II. Why would God allow me to be tempted?
A. That He may develop in our lives.
1. James 1:2 — 3.
2. God knows that we need to develop a godly character and spiritual muscle if
Romans 8:29 & 30.
B. So He can show us the true of our heart — Jeremiah 19:9 & 10.
1. God revealed Abtaham’s heart concerning his relationship with God — Genesis 22:12.
2. The question we need to answer today, isn’t whether we love God or not, but do we
God as I mentioned in our introduction to today’s lesson? Just how much
or to what degree do we trust God even when it may seem to make any sense.

3. If you or I were to put ourselves in Abraham’s sandals, what evidence would you relied
upon to have trusted God — Genesis 17:19; 21:12 & Hebrews 11:17 — 19.
C.To God —Job 1:12 & 1:22.
1. God used Job’s life to demonstrate the power of love towards God to the devil —
Deuteronomy 6:5 & Matthew 22:37.
2. Satan will work over time with the purpose to drive a wedge between us and God and
next week we will look at several of those wedges.



